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YOUNG DESIGNER TAKES THE TREBLE  
 
Vanessa Cullen, Business Owner and Principal Designer at Forward Thinking Design, 
was the proud recipient of three business awards over the August-September period. 
 
After a rigorous 3-month long application and judging process, Vanessa Cullen was 
named in Anthill Magazine’s 2009 ‘30 under 30’ awards, recognizing her as one of; 
“30 of the most promising young entrepreneurial minds in Australia,” James 
Tuckerman, Editor-In-Chief, Anthill Magazine. 
 
On September 1st, the 28 year-old designer was awarded a Highly Commended in 
Suncorp’s 2009 Western Sydney Awards for Business Excellence, recognising her as 
one of the leaders in local business. 
 
To complete the hat-trick Vanessa was awarded second place in the ‘Essentially for 
Women – Realise Your Dreams’ national award in Brisbane. This award recognised her 
achievements in establishing herself as a successful businesswoman, as well as her 
efforts in supporting and mentoring other young female creatives.  
 
Forward Thinking Design create unique and effective interior and graphic design 
solutions for clubs, restaurants, retail, commercial and healthcare premises. 
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